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Art. Il.—~Account of Tamba Patra Plates dug up at Baroda in
Goojrat ; with Facsimile and Translation.

(Laid before the Meeting of the Asiatic Society of 5th June, 1839.)

The Tamba Patras now submitted to the inspection of the members
of this Society were placed in my hands by Mr. W. P. GranT, who ob-
tained them from Bent Ram, of Baroda, and whose account of the
method of their discovery as derived from that person, was, that they
were dug up in excavating the foundations of a house in that city.

The grant is peculiar in many respects. It is in a character not
exactly corresponding with any previously observed, but sufficiently
similar to that of the grants decyphered by Mr. WATHEN to be easily
made out by persons accustomed to the work, after a little study and
comparison. The pandits and antiquaries of Baroda, indeed, were
baffled in their attempts to make out the character, and the plates were
put into my hands as undecypherable ; but KaMLakaNTa, the pandit
who assisted our late Secretary in his discoveries, undertook the task of
reading them with confidence, and accomplished the complete trans-
cription into Devandgri in about a fortnight. The plates are sub-
mitted to inspection with a transcript, fac-simile, and close translation,
the latter made by SaArRopa ParsEAD CHAKRAVARTI

They are found to be the record of a deed of grant made by Karka’
Raja of Ldtéshwara to Bua’nu BraaMmin, son of Sa’MaDITYA, in the
year of Saka 734, corresponding with 812 4.p., that is, just one thousand
and twenty-seven years ago. Their state of preservation is wonderful
for such a period, but that may be owing partly to the purity of the cop-
per, and partly to the care with which the edges have been beaten up
so as to take all the friction, and prevent the faces of the plates from
rubbing against one another. Their present appearance is owing to an
acid having been used to clean them.

Although uniformly clean and bright, the marks of corrosion will be
observed in several places, which are the effect of antiquity ; but for-
tunately the letters are so deeply engraved that scarcely any are com-
pletely effaced.

The historical facts deducible from thlS Tamba Patra are the
following :—

First, That towards the end of the 8th and beginning of the 9th
century of our era, that is during the reign of CuarLEMAGNE of France,
Hindoostan and the Dukhun were divided into four kingdoms :—The
Gajara Raj westward—the Malwa Raj centrical—to the east the
Gourka Raj, (including Bengal and Behar)—and the Ldtéshwara Raj
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to the south ; of which last the reigning Raja in 812 A.p. was Karka’
Raja, the maker of this grant.

Secondly, That in the Ldtéshwara Raj the following kings, ancestors
of Karka’ Raja, had successively reigned :—

1. Govinp Raja.

2. Karxka, Raja, his son.

3. Krisena Raja, his son.

4. Duruva Raja his son, who obtained the beatitude of dying at
Allahabad where the waters of Jamna and Ganga unite.

5 Govinpa Raja II, son of Dhruva.

6. Inpra Raja, brother of Govinda.

7. Karka, Raja II, son of Indra Raja.

Thirdly, Tt further appears that in 812 a.p. Karka Raja had no
son ; but his brother DanTI VARMA signs as heir presumptive.

Fourthly, The capital of the Ldtéshwara Raj appears to have been
Elapir, where a magnificent fort and temple of Siva are stated to
have been erected by the third of the above race—the Krisuna Raja.

It remains to identify this dynasty. Of all the lists of Rajas and
races collected in the late Secretary’s useful tables, the one, and indeed
the only one, which contains names corresponding with those found in
the present grant is that given in Table XLIV. page 121, headed
* Rajas of Chera or Konga,” (comprehending Salem and Coimbatore)
and stated to be taken from the late Colonel Mackenzie’s manuscript
collections.

Amongst the twenty-six princes of that dynasty, taken from the Kon-
gadesa Raja Kal* all the names of our list are found except that of
Inpra Raja, the father of Karka Raja II.  This latter name, Karxa, I
take to be identical with that of KonGan1, which occurs thrice amongst
the twenty-six. The period assigned inthe useful tables for the Rajas of
Kongadés corresponds exactly with the date of our grant ; nevertheless
I do not feel quite satisfied with the evidence to the identity of Ld¢ésh-
ware with the Kongadés, and I should wish the attention of the learned
and curious to be directed to the determination of this point, and to the
ascertainment of the locality of the famous fort of Elapiir.

H. TP

* The notice of this work will be found in page 198 of Professor WiLson’s printed
account of the collection of Col. MackENzI1E’s manuscripts, and again in the Rev. Mr.
Tavyror’s more recent examination of the manuscripts at Madras. There are, it ap-
pears, two copies of the work in Tamul on Palm leaves, from which Mr. Tavror has
had a copy transcribed on paper, and deeming the work valuable, he has translated it.
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TRANSLATION OF TamBa PaTrA PLATES,

1. May he in whose lily-like navel Brahm4 took his abode, and with
whose wife’s brother (i. e. the moon) Siva is ornamented, protect you.

2. There was a Rija named Govinpa Réja who was the superior of
his race, and the ornament of the Surastra kingdom ; he was sprung from
a spotless line, a hero in entérprize, and most valiant in war.

3. He (Govinpa Réaja) was most gallant, intelligent, and victorious at
his first glance over all.  His armies were like ploughs rooting up the
royal families (of his enemies). He never adored other gods but Siva,
the god of gods.

4. From him, anxious to obtain children, was born through the favor
of Siva, Kaxks Réja, who was possessed of all good qualities. The
name was well adapted to him.

5. His (Karka Réja’s) kingdom, (which lost the appellation
Sowrdjya through the ruin that had fallen upon it, but the remains of
the splendour of which are esteemed by the universe) was formerly
governed jointly by the descendants of this race, but afterwards by him
alone. s

6. Men were struck with surprise by his restoring the Vrisha to its
four legs, which had been reduced to one by Kavrr’ (yaga), and by his
making it to walk without limping.*

7. It is not wonderful that he governed his people with propriety,
(being so gifted) ; having placed Vishnd as the ohject of his meditation,
he (died and) was succeeded by his son named Krisnna Réja, who was
virtaous, and like the son of DuarmMa (Ju’pHIsTHI'RA): he expelled
those who were addicted to evil, for the prosperity of his line and reign.

8. His devotion to Brahmans was unspeakable and confirmed, and
those who were only nominally Bréhmans (i. e. who had fallen off from
their religion) resumed their former rites through the greedy desire of
obtaining gifts from him, which were due to more perfect Brahmans.

9. By his constant liberality the minds of his attendants were
refreshed like those of farmers by exuberant showers.

10 He who was like a lion among Réjas, and powerful in sovereign-
ty, overcame his boar-like rivals like deers ; though their teeth, curved
like bows, were radiant with the rays of heroism, and they itched with
the desire of fight.

11 The immortals walking on the firmament, being astonished with

* This is a figurative mode of saying *“That he restored to virtue the three parts

which it is supposed to have lostin the Kali ytiga,” the word for quarter wrg being the
same as for foot, makes the conceit which gives point to this expression.
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the view of his fort of Elapir, declared continually that the beauty
of that fort was no where to be found but in the works of Swayambh,
Siva, and Bamana.

12. The architect of it was himself struck with wonder at its beauty.
His name has been proclaimed every where by the king himself.

13. The image of SamBuv’ (Siva) established therein, though wonder-
fully ornamented with the symbols of Gangé, the crescent and the
kalakdta (a kind of poison), yet was further adorned with ornaments of
gold and jewels, and several other materials.

14, His (Krisuna Raja’s) son was Duru’va Réja : his enemies, who
were humbled by his might, were burnt by the fire of his spirit.

15. He was successful in his endeavours to bring Laxsnwmr to sub-
mission, how wonderful!! for even Siva, though lord of all, was unable
to make his wife obedient to him without resuming his godhead.

16. From Duru'va Réja, who established peace with all his enemies,
and who attained the final and the highest rank of gods (dying) at the
junction of the waters of Gangd and Yamind, immersed in them with
remarkable signs, and whose merits covered the universe, was born
Govinpa Réja, who was famous.

17. He deprived all the kings of antiquity who had their communi-
cation with different countries of their fame, and destroyed all his
enemies.

18. He was in all circumstances irresponsible, and resembled the
Creator in his conduct, destroying all rival claimants to royalty in his
time, and setting them at defiance.

19. He did such wonders in battle, that his foes acknowledged that
they had been taught by men ignorant of military affairs. He was like
Pa’rTHA, the only hero in the three regions who never deprived his ene-
mies of their lives.

20. The elephants of his enemies which came forward in battle and
were pierced with his shafts, resembled the wall mountain of the world
shaken by the winds at the end of kalpa (during the deluge.)

21. His brother Inpra Raja, a king powerful like INDRA, governed
the kingdom of Ldtéshwara. He performed many wonderful deeds.

22. To this day, the Gods, Kennaras, Siddhas, Saddhyas, and the
Vidyadharas, who have heard of his qualities, are singing his kunda-
flower-like fame, lost to all sense of shame in their transports, and put-
ting their hands on the breasts of other’s females, (i. e. they are so
deeply engaged in song that they have become out of sense.)

23. He soon reduced the king of Gujjara, who prepared to engage
in war with him, and who raised his head with bravery, to fly skulking
like a deer, and after plundering all his estates restored him again, out
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of compassion, saving his chieftains from ruin who were afraid of (him)
and scattered in different places.

24. His (Inpra Rdja’s) son was the LaxusuI enticer, whose mind was
devoted to the lily-feet of Hara (Siva), and whose spirit was felt by his
enemies, like the moon in disposition—Karka Réaja who preserved
mankind.

25. There was no robber in his kingdom, nor any sort of mortifica-
tion, nor famine, nor fear, accidental or natural. All kinds of vice
were reduced to a low ebb, and his enemies were humbled ; none had the
presumption to show disrespect to those who were learned.

26. The owner of Mdlava, in order to defend his kingdom from the
invasion of the king of Gourha (Bengal) used the (uplifted) hand of
Karka Réja as a stay on the lord of Gujjara, and thereby enjoyed all
he desired. ' ; ' o .

27. He having considered life to be fickle as the lightning, and the
virtue of giving land durable, executed this religious gift. :

28. He, the king of Ldtéshwara, possessed of armies and many chief-
tains, brought into submission in different countries, and in whose reign
there was a shower of gold, thus proclaims to all his statesmen, the
treasurers, the functionaries, and those who have the care of castes,
with the respect due to them.

Be it known to all of you, that for promoting the virtue and fame
both here, and in the next world, of his father, and mother, and himself,
he, the said R4ja, has presented for continuing his five jagnas to the
Brahman Bra’nu’, who belonged to the line of Va’rsa’vana, and was
acquainted with the four Vidyds, and who was a religious student, the
son of Som4'pITYA, the fertile village called PATTANAK, part of the tract
containing eighty-four angkotans (each 100 begas) bounded on the
east by the village of Jambibdbikd, on the south by Mahd Sanake, on
the west by-a nala (ankootaka), and on the north by the village
Bagghachha. The land within the above boundaries is to be enjoyed
with all marriage and other fees from cultivators, with all fishing
and fruit privileges, with all that may be washed or deposited by
torrents, with all fines for petty offences, with all free labour privileges,
with all rights of treasure-trove and mines, without interference of
any kind from government officers. It is to be enjoyed in full pro-
perty as a perpetual inheritance by the said Brahman, his sons, and
posterity for ever, go long as the sun, moon, and rivers, and the moun-
tains shall endure! It is not to be touched by the hands of the king’s
servants, nor to be claimed on the part of gods and Brahmans, by whom
it was heretofore possessed. Given in the year of Saka’s death 734 on
the 12th of Bysakh (24th April, 822 a.p.)
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